It was postie power all the way at Quarrelwood on Wednesday in the third race of the Moray Forest Runs Series. Fochabers mailman Simon Pryde, running in his Forres Harriers colours, finished his round in super-quick time to claim (24:16) his second victory of the series in a field of 113 runners. In 6th place, having held on to 4th until the closing stages, was his super-vet Keith colleague Dave Weir, running for Moravian Orienteers. Splitting up the postal pairing were hill running specialist Graeme Bartlett in second (24:39) and Henry Archibald (3rd in 25:02), making it a Forres Harriers 1-2-3. Colin Green (Moray Road Runners) was 4th with Keith’s Malcolm Scofield in 5th.
The women’s race was dominated by Oonagh Wilson who came home in overall 16th in a time of 28:13, followed a minute later by club mate Michelle Green (26th in 29:07). Moray Road Runners are clearly the force to be reckoned with in local women’s running at the moment, as it was another of their runners, Norma Beaton, who finished 3rd on 30:58. 

The Little brothers of Elgin continue to dominate the Under-21s scene, and this time it was Blair who was the top in this category, in 7th overall with a fine performance in a time of 26:05. Brother John was 10th, with the strong-running Fraser Scott of Forres Harriers 3rd in overall 14th. Bethany Wilson of Moray Road Runners was the leading Under-21 girl.
The runners in the under-16s race got more than they bargained for as an unfortunate marshalling error sent the 30-some runners back to rejoin the senior course instead of completing the planned 1.5-mile loop. Some painted arrows on the ground, possibly from a previous hashing or bike event, confused an inexperienced race marshal, so instead of being directed straight on towards the finishing turn, the youngsters ended up doubling back to end up completing over 4 miles! 
The extra distance didn’t seem to trouble race winner Zoe Hayward of Forres. She showed a clean pair of heels to the leading boy, Ewan Carter of Elgin who was 2nd. Rachel MacLennan of Nairn was third, with primary school youngster Hamish Baker, also Nairn, showing incredible stamina to finish 4th.  Some of the younger competitors were struggling by half way, and their race was brought to a halt by Northern Scot 10K champ Ben Livesey who was marshalling at the half-way point and realised what must have happened.  Ben escorted the group back to the finish with them still having enjoyed a mainly downhill race. The organisers would like to apologise for the mistake, and hope that there weren’t too many sore legs on Thursday morning!
The Under 12s race went as planned, with Conan Smith repeating his victory at Roseisle. With his 2nd place at Culbin in the opening race, the West End Primary pupil looks a sure bet to win the Under-12s series medal. Another racing certainty, this time for the Under-12s girls’ award, is Milne’s Primary pupil Grace Whelan. She finished 4th to claim her second win of the series, and like Conan, just needs to finish on the top three at the final event to claim the top girls’ prize. Runner up in the Under12s was Aberlour’s Dougie MacKenzie, with Forres Harrier Aiden Smith in 3rd. Chasing Grace Whelan home in the girls’ race was Lucy Gant (Keith) in 2nd with Anna McFadyn (Alves) in 3rd.
Due to the extended Under-16s race, the prize giving was postponed until after the final race of the series which is at Monaughty on 29th June. Here there will be series trophies for the best Under-21s in the senior race and the first 3 boys and girls in the two junior events. The Monaughty Run is at Torrieston Walks car park and starts at the usual time of 7.15 with the Under-12s at 6.45.

